English 4
Singer/Songwriter and their Lyrics
Presentation 
 Major Assessment

With a partner or on your own, you will prepare a 5 – 15 minute presentation [time depends if you are on your own or with a partner] on the lyrics of a singer/songwriter over a period of time.  

The purpose is to show how the writer’s lyrics and music changes and develops in relation to the songwriter’s life. [When I talk about their life it could be what is happening in their personal life or in their professional life or it could be about what is happening in the world when a song is written.]

You will find this out through research and analysis

You must prepare PowerPoint or a Prezi to show what you found through your research and analysis. You will give examples of lyrics and music in relation to his or her life.

The Process

Step 1		Research on the singer/songwriter’s life. 
 
1. Start with World Book Encyclopedia (Portal – Media Centre – World Book)
2. Then move to Wikipedia for an overview of the person’s life and discography.  (at each stage, make sure you note the citation as you will need to cite all your resources).  
3. Go to official websites of songwriter, if exists
4. Go to EBSCO (Portal – Media Centre – EBSCO) and find news or magazine articles where singer is analysed or is interviewed
5. Prepare a Works Cited (Bibliography)

Be very careful where you get your information.  You need to make sure it is credible.

Step II	Analysis of Lyrics 

1. Find lyrics of a songwriter over career. 
2. Put them into chronological order.  
3. Look at the content, themes and style of the songs?  Do they change?  Do they develop?  
4. Sound of the songs?  Has the sound changed over time?  From what to what?

Step III	Putting it together

1. Choose parts of  at least three songs over a period of time
2. Link to songwriter’s life (use references from articles, interviews or from credible biographical sources)
3. Prepare a PowerPoint or Prezi
4. If you are using clips of songs, get them ready [you don’t have time to play entire songs]
5. Prepare a presentation
6. Practice the presentation

Timeline

	September 13
	Research on artist and Works cited list

	September 17
	Research and Works Cited List

	September 20
	Research lyrics

	September 27
	Analysis of Lyrics

	September 29
	Preparation of Powerpoint

	October 4
	Practice Presentation

	October 6
	Presentations

	October 8
	Presentations





  
	







Learning Experiences
Reading
·  Students can make connections between text to self, text to text, and text to world when reading about real and imagined (including virtual) worlds through close and wide engagement with increasingly demanding texts 
· Students can identify the ways in which imaginative texts can explore universal themes and social reality
· Students can use their understanding of text types, genres, grammatical structures, sentence structure, text structure, and format and layout to shape meaning 
· Students can make logical predictions
· Students can identify ways in which literary and non-literary authors transform ideas and experience into texts, including consideration of their insight, imaginative powers and verbal ingenuity 
· Students can trace the development of ideas and images through texts to infer from and interpret texts
· Students can compare and contrast aspects and features of texts
· Students can identify, analyze, explain and describe the ways authors use various features of language such as narrative, dialogue, diction, tone, mood, structure, imagery, metaphor, symbol, irony, syntax, allusion, connotation, denotation, inference, and particular visual and aural techniques including those of camera and design and sound to create texts
Speaking
· Students can create and present oral texts for personal, historical, cultural, social and technological contexts 
· Students can listen as active participants, interpreting and responding to narrative, information, ideas, and opinions
· Students can produce sustained spoken texts in rehearsed, unrehearsed and impromptu situations
· Students can effectively organize spoken language, choosing different techniques of speech and delivery to interpret and explore possible meanings and purposes of various texts


