This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona

Discuss the short story.
1. Why do some people on the reservation avoid Thomas?


2. Why does Thomas go on the trip with Victor?


3. Do you think the relationship between Victor and Thomas will change after this trip?  Support your answer from the text.




4. Why do you think it’s acceptable to Thomas that his cousin Victor won’t acknowledge their relationship in front of the others?




5. Why do you think Thomas continues to tell his stories when no one will listen?



Skill Development:  Flashbacks
A flashback is a break in the action of a story to tell what happened at an earlier time.  Flashbacks supply background information that gives depth to the current story.  
Summarize each flashback.  Explain how each added to your understanding of the story.

	Flashback Summary
	How it added to my understanding of the story

	1. 



	

	2. 



	

	3. 



	

	4.



	

	5.



	


Theme:
The focus of this unit is Families:  Comfort and Conflict.  How does this story show the theme?  Consider Victor and Thomas’s relationship AND Victor’s relationship with his father?








Culture:
What do you learn about the Native American culture from this passage?  Support your answer with specifics from the text.






Characterization:
After reading, think about what you learn about the characters, Victory and Thomas.  

	What do you know?
	How do you know it?
(reference specific page numbers and examples)

	Thomas:






	

	Victor:






	






