Reading a Film

Note to teachers: The short story and the film have similarities of course, but also considerable differences. The main point is to understand how the two genres are different, rather than why the stories are different. The film itself is worth studying in terms of themes, characters, symbolism of fire, fatherhood, cultural clashes and tradition, but watching the entire film is not necessary to understand how the language of film differs from writing. I suggest taking short sections from the film and comparing them to sections of the story, although if you have time it might be worth studying the whole film and examining the visual metaphors, especially fire, hair, journeys and landscape.

Increasingly, there are film versions being made from short stories and novels. We all know that there are similarities and differences. This short unit examines the way in which film creates meaning compared to written stories.

Essential Questions
· How do film and written stories differ in the way they create meaning?
· How do genres create meaning in different ways?
· How can stories be told differently?

One of the short stories we have studied is This is What it means to Say Phoenix, Arizona. The writer, Sherman Alexie, wrote the screenplay for the film  Smoke Signals which was based on ‘Phoenix…’ and other stories he wrote.

For our purposes there is no reason to watch the whole film. Overall, the plot differs considerably from the short story. We will examine three separate scenes from the film and compare them to the meanings created in the story.

Step 1. Read the story. Analyze the character of Thomas Builds The Fire carefully. What impressions do you have of him? How has the author created these impressions? The use of dialogue is obviously important, but what else is there?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 2. Understanding film grammar. How does a film create meaning? See attached sheets. Take notes. (Teacher note: Use film grammar file. There are exercises for students to complete on the last page)

Step 3. Watch the first ten minutes of the film. What impression do we get of Thomas? How? Consider: the actor’s appearance, mise en scene, action, changing of the storyline, sound and editing. Anything else? Why do you think Alexie Sherman decided to create the character of Thomas so differently?

Step 4. Watch the scene with the gymnast. How do the film and the short story create meanings in different ways? (Part 2, 2.00min)

Step 5. Watch the scene when Thomas tells the story of meeting Victor’s father in Spokane (Part 2, 7.30min). How do the film and the short story create meanings in different ways?

Assessment Task - Minor
Choose one of the above scenes and analyze the difference in the ways meaning is created. There are considerable differences in the meanings of the short story and film themselves, but the focus of your writing needs to be on the use of film grammar versus written language.
Extension piece. The character of Thomas is characterized differently in the film compared to the short story. Why? How?

You are to work in pairs to produce an outline of an essay. Write a complete introduction, then set out your plan for the remaining 2/3 paragraphs in bullet points. You will be assessed according to your knowledge and understanding of how film makes meaning differently to written texts.

Please note: There were no exclamation marks hurt in the making of this file.
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